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Friday, 25 September 2026
Dear Families,

It has been so lovely visiting St Paul’s in the last couple of weeks in my role as Chair of Governors and seeing
how well the children are settling into the new school year; sharing stories and experiences with old friends
and welcoming new ones with the traditional St Paul’s openness.

The Governors recognise the huge change that comes, this year, with Miss Gray’s retirement and the impact
that may have on music in the school, but keenly look forward to hearing how the school keeps up with the
wonderful tradition of music and singing at St Paul’s.

Things to celebrate

But before we look forward to the year ahead, | think this is a good moment to reflect on some of the many
successes of the year just gone. It is always wonderful to see how the children grow over their time at St
Paul’s and this was never more evident than when watching the Year 6 play and then their talent show at
their leaving party in July. It was a real joy to see not only their wide range of talents, but also the kindness
with which they encouraged and supported each other.

The school has also received external recognition for some of its achievements, including being applauded
for being the most improved school in Camden in terms of attendance. There is still room for improvement,
but this is a fantastic achievement which is partly due to the dedication of staff but also to each of you and
your children, so congratulations to everyone. Regular attendance is so important, enabling children to keep
up with their learning, to develop the attitudes and habits they will need later in life, and to build
relationships and lasting friendships.

Towards the end of last term, Mr Hale also received a letter from our local MP, Tulip Saddiq, congratulating
him and the students on the artwork they submitted for the Camden Schools Art Biennale. She wrote
“Creativity shapes not only what we make but how we live so it is wonderful
to see so many students getting involved in the arts. | want to thank you for
creating a school environment that encourages students to take these types
of opportunities.”

At St Paul’s we are proud of the huge range of enriching experiences that are available to our children
beyond the standard curriculum. There are too many to list here but they include the many trips organised
for each class taking advantage of all that London has to offer. In Year 1 there is also the visit to the seaside
and in Year 6 the longer school journey to Somerset. The school continues its involvement in the
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Shakespeare project in Year 5 and the Dance project in Years 3 and 4 as well as a range of Camden School
Sports Association competitive events. Closer to home, our wonderful new garden continues to be used to
its full potential with every child being involved in producing fruit, vegetables and flowers.

Assessments

| was very pleased to see that there have been small improvements, compared to recent years, in a
number of areas across the school, including achievement at the end of Reception, Year 1 phonics
screening checks and Year 4 times tables check. The Year 6 SATs results are a little lower than our
record-breaking ones from last year, but this small class did very well, particularly when looking at
their progress results, and are still very much in line with national results.

Year 6 SATS St Paul’s National Average
Reading Writing Maths Reading Writing Maths
2025-26 81% 71% 76% 75% 73% 75%

Looking forward to the year just started
Things never stand still in a school like St Paul’s and the staff are already working on a number of new
priorities which include:

e Reviewing class behaviour strategies. You will be kept informed of any changes that are agreed.

e Continuing the work on being a ‘Rights Respecting School’. Staff and children are now looking to
achieve the §ilver award. This will support all children to feel a strong sense of belonging to our
school community and empower them to make positive contributions.

e |mproving children’s stamina both physically and mentally.

e Making some lessons more active and investigative. Hopefully you will hear from your children
about some of the exciting lessons they are part of particularly in Geography and History over the
year.

All of this is only possible because the school and families work together in partnership: supporting the
children to achieve their best in all areas, addressing any problems openly before they have a chance to
grow and, most importantly, celebrating together all the wonderful things that your children do.

So, while | want to say a huge thank you to Mr Hale and his whole team for all the amazing work they do to
make St Paul’s such a special place, | also want to thank all of you for your engagement with the school. And,
last but not least, thank you to the children for their smiling faces and enthusiasm which is so infectious.

The governors and | look forward to seeing you again (or meeting you for the first time) at one of the many
events held at St Paul’s throughout the year.

With very best wishes for the year ahead,
Lucinda Ahrens
Chair of Governors
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